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AMENDMENT AFTER FINAL 

MAJLSTOPRCE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action mailed November 4 f 2004, please amend the application 
as follows. 



Amendments to the Claims am reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 
2 of this paper. 

Remarks/ Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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deficiencies in the Brucker et al. reference. Accordingly^ Applicants respectfully request that the 
Examiner withdraw tbe rejection of claims 14-17,1 9-22, 24-26 and 30 as being unpatentable 
over Brucker et al. in view of Cosens, et al. 

New claim 31 

New claim 3 1 recites a treatment device assembly for an endoscopic surgical instrument 
having a housing and being provided with a conduit comprising a needle having a radio 
frequency electrode with a hollow core and an insulating layer surrounding a portion of the 
electrode proximate a distal end of the needle > a cannula for slidably receiving said needle so as 
to guide said needle, wherein said cannula includes a curvable surface for deflecting said needle 
at an angle from a primary axis of said needle, a control mechanism for extending and retracting 
said needle, means for interlockxog said assembly to the housing of said endoscopic surgical 
instrument so as to extend said needle and cannula through the conduit of said endoscopic 
surgical instrument, and a radio frequency generator for supplying RF energy to said electrode. 

For the reasons discussed above with respect to claim 1 , Applicant respectfully submits 
that new claim 31 is patentable over the references cited. Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of new claim 3 1 and all pending claims. 



All claims in this application are in condition for allowance. Applicant respectfully 
requests reconsideration and prompt allowance of all pending claims. Please charge any 
additional fees or credit any overpayment to deposit account number 50-1778. The Examiner is 
invited to telephone the below-signed attorney to discuss this application. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir 

In accordance with the provisions of 37 C.RR. §1.1 36(a), it is respectfully requested thai 
a one-month extension of time be granted in which to respond to the outstanding Office Action 
mailed November 4, 2004, said period of response being extended from February 4, 2005 to 
March 4, 2005. 

Please charge Deposit Account No. 50-1778 the amount of S120.00 to cover the required 
extension fee for a large entity. 
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